
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



I. QbferVationes qu<edam accuratd infignis ComeU fub fi- 
fiem anni 1680 yifi, Coburgi Saxonis a Vomiw 
Gottfriecl Kirch habildt * decimo tertio die antequam 
a auoauam alio obferVAtus fit. 



COMETA ille qui anno exeunte i6§o vifus eft, 
plurimis de caufis prarcipuus merito habenduseft ; tam 
ob Curfum ejus quadrimeftrem, quo novem integra Signa 
percurrit; quam obimmenfam Caudas magnitudinem & cla- 
ritatem : maxime vero ob infignem Orbita; Curvitatem, cu- 
jus ope tandem patefadta eft Cometarum Theoria. Nam 
dum Aftronomi omni adhibita diligentia motum ejus obfer- 
vationibus definiendo defudarunt, conatus eorum fecundavit 
D.Nerotoni in Geometricis vis pene divina, qui primus morta- 
liumCometasOrbes Parabolicis maximeaffines defcribere pro* 
bavit, ac4atistribuslocisaccurateobfervatiseofdem conftru- 
ere docuit, remque hujufce Cometse exemplo illuftravit.- id 
quod fub flnem Lik 1(1 Prwcipiorum Thilofo^hm videre eft. 

Accidit autem, nckio quo fato, ut Cometa hicCquem 
vefpertinum tantopere profecuti lunt Ccelifpices) antequam 
Solem attigerat matutinus, nec Parifis neque Gremvici ne 
femel quidemobfervatus fit : quiqueeum viderunt & obfer- 
varunt, incongrua & inter fe pugnantia, ac pro rei fubtiiitare 
parum idonea prodidere : neque ante Novemh. ij. mans 
a quopiam Obfervatorum vifus eft. Unde fa&um ut Orbita: 
parsilla, qua ad Solem defiendit Cometa, paulo incertius 
definiri potuit. fk>na autem fortuna nuper incidimus in Li- 
brum meritifTimi Aftronomi Domini GottfriedKirch, Germtni, 
anno f.68 1 Noriberga, impreffi, cni tirukis IMtt i)lWlWit\$ 
?fiftllt5, hoc eft Novus Nuncius ccshjlis ; ubi auclor diligcn- 
riifimus nobis exponit, quo cafudutStusCometam hunc non- 
dura adnaca Cauda obfcurum, ac vixnudis oculis confpicuum 

detexe* 
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tfctcxerit; dum fcilicct Lunam fit-Martem <si vicimnm obfer- 
VatUriens circumluftraret, die Kovemb.q. S,V. mane» idqufe 
Coburgi Saxonix, quod oppidum XI. Grad. Londino oricnta- 
lius eft, fub altitudine poli jo° zo' circiter. Excitatus au- 
tem, ut aif, rumoribus Comecas in Germania vifi, vultu m 
Otientem ver{b pernoctavit, ut ccclo tum forte perquam fe- 
reno, fi quid novi oriretur, fitum ejus notarefc Lunt vero 
jam ad ftellam aliquam Tychoni incognitam applicad, (fed 
qux in Catalogo Flamjleedii Britannico habetur, eftque nu- 
mero44 ta Leenis) voluit diclse ftellse locbm ex circiSmviciniS 
JFixis determinare, dumque Tubum triumgtaduumcapafceni 
Jjinc inde circumrotat, incidit in Luculam quahdam hebulo- 
fam, fpeciem infolitam prae (e ferentem, quamque vel hovum 
Cometam dle } velStellam nebulofam ad inftar ejusquaeift 
Qingulo Andromed* cft, ftatim conclufit, 

Primo autem Cometam vidit, Hora 4-, rftStutih$, pauldr 
akiorem duabus ftellulis Telefcopicis, quse ia Fignra-l. literis 
a & «? fignanturi cUm quibus tamen Hora d' at vifus eft ih lihefc 
accurate re&4; unde conftabat eum moveri, idquem0tudi4 
reclo. Inter horas vero $. & 6. Tubo decempedali Phx- 
nomenon hoc contemplatus eft, viditque duas alias ftellulas 
contiguas prioribus minores, literifque e Sc d notatas, «Sifu* 
pra bas tertiam g. Erat aucem diftantia Confctse ab e paulo 
minorquam ab/t, major vcro diftantia^e» 6\ 38' diftantia 
Cometse ab e dupla erat intervalli inter ipfas d e, ac linea 
d e produ&a reliquit Cometam* infra fe, fic tamen ut ■ mar- 
ginem ejus fupexiorem attingeret. 6K45', Cometajam fenii- 
biliter remotior erat zb.e quam ab a, diftabatque ab a paulo 
pius quam dimidio diftantite ftellularum a 8cg. 

Notandum vero eft Horologium totis 14 minutis coelum 
anticipafle, uti ex altitudinibus Cordis Leonis tum captis pa- 
tuit. 

Nobilis fane eft ha»c obfervatio, adeoque Stellularum Co- 

metaj tunc adjacentium loca non una methodo perquiftvimus, 

exercitatiffimam manum fuam & inftrumenta, perelegantia 

* Tub^ fcilicet obje&a invertente. pr~ • 
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prsebente Reyerendo Viro. D. Jacoho Pound, R. Sqc. Sodali. 
Undc conftabat ftellulas illastum temporis infrafcriptos h*» 
itoiflk 'ficus, nempe 

Long. Lat. 

4 29. 27. ie» x. Bi co 

g 29. 54. 30 1. 10. 45 

Grculus autemmaximuSper *&rdu<5rus,deprehenfus eS 
^ZiltlwamCaude l/rfe majoris tranfire, adeoque angulum 
o«a Ctirculo Longitudinis ad a efle 1 5 ° 3 6' ~. Cumque di- 
fiantiaComei;3B,al3 a verfus c paulo rrajor fuerat dimidio di- 
fian*M? 4<*T» C^uam Tubo fedecim pedum & Micrometro 
depisehendimus ii. ~ miri.) ponamus eam fuifieduodecim mi- 
nutorum ; & ex daris proveniec Cometae locus si 09° 5 V cum 
La>Borea i° 17' |. Hoxa fcilicet Horologii 6 ta ,fc&Londini 
j. h *' Temp* Appar. 

Deinde Jfovmb. 6,. mane, 4^ 42', Tubobipedaii deprehen* 
dit Cometam omnino in linea reda intet Martem &StdIuIam 
W; qu?f quidem inCatalogoBritannico 45'* Leonis eft, & tunc 
<?rat in W i° 42 cum Lat. Auft. o° i<S'?. Mars autem tum 
temporis habuit (ex collatis obfervationibus paulo antea & 
poft fa&is) n* 3 46' \ cum Lac. Bor 1" 56'. Unde, ob datam 
ejusviam, Cometa occupavit n? 3 . 23' cum Lat. Bor. i°6', 
Lmdini Terap. App. 3 h 58' mane. 

Novpnkis qwoque <xx mo :5 h 15' mane, Cometa aequaliter 
diftabat a Steiiis Leonis <r & r Bayero, nondum vero attigic 
ie<9am eafdemynrigentem, f fed parum abfuit ab ea. fn Cata- 
logtrBritamicocrtixnchdbuk n? *4°i5'. cum Lat. Bor. i°4i' 
fere, t veron? 17 3'- cum Lar. Auft. o° 34'. Proinde Co- 
meta» Laritudo paulo minor erat medi inter illas, nempe 
quam o° 3 3' f Bor. ac Longitudo quam m 1 5 . 39'. Sed hu- 
icnon utique fidendum, cumpendeat ab aeftimata sequalita- 
te diftantiarum, quae res lubrica eft. Cauda autemjam 
ccepta non nifi dimidio gradu longaTubodecempedali vifa eft. 
Qui plura cupit adeat Librum ipfum Gcrmanice editum. 
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